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The Shepherd’s Call 
Middle school students gather for retreat 
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By Mary Morin 
 
On the evening of Jan. 3, 68 middle 

school students from Good Shepherd 
and St. Joseph’s gathered at the 
community center. 

The theme of the event was 
“Behold,” designed to help middle 
school students plant the seeds of 
healthiness, happiness and holiness 
during this overnight retreat. By 
introducing them to the joy of a life 
lived in the light of Jesus and His 
communion with His church, the hope 
is that it will help students “behold” 
the value of faith, family and 
friendship in their lives.  

Fr. Ashmore, parents and Mary 
Mueller planned the event with lots of 
activities, fun and food spread out over 
the 24 hours.  

In his letter to students inviting 
them to the event, Fr. Ashmore said, 
“We are planning all sorts of good 
things for you. We’ve reserved the 
Gymnasium, the Community Center 
Rooms, the Library, Several 
Classrooms, the Social Hall, and 
basically the rest of the building (with 
some few exceptions). We will have 
teams, games, and activities. This 
retreat will be formational and a lot of 
fun!” 

“As far as I know, this was the first 
overnight retreat that has been hosted 
for middle schoolers at Good 
Shepherd,” Jude Frank said. 

“One of the best parts about the 
retreat was that there were many 
different opportunities for participation 
in many types of prayer and 
sacraments and education about many 
different parts of the Church. The kids 
on retreat got a chance to participate in 
the liturgy of the hours, adoration, 
Mass, reconciliation, talks from sisters 
from religious orders, talks from 
members of ministries like the 
Learning Club, and talks from 
seminarians.”  
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Jude concluded, “The retreat 
included kids not only from Good 
Shepherd, but also Saint Joseph and 
several home schoolers.”  

Michael Frank shared, “I 
particularly enjoyed the talk by the 
sisters and am looking forward to 
future VIA meetings.”   

“One of my favorite things was 
playing noodle ball,”  Gabe Gast 

added. 
“It's basically hockey inside 

an arena made of tables. You play with 
pool noodles and hit a ball into a goal.  

“We went to adoration and that was 
cool. We also had multiple talks from 
the leaders about our faith and certain 
saints. The seminarian talk was cool. 
He talked about hearing God in the 
little things, not just the huge giant 
things. The 7th-grade boys slept in one 
of the 4th-grade classrooms. Yeah, we 
slept; well, not that much.”   

Ellie Gast added, “ I liked 
adoration. It was really peaceful. I also 
liked making the packages for Catholic 
Charities. We put tissues, Chapstick, 
cough drops and things in bags and 
made cards for people.  

“I enjoyed talking to my friends 
before we went to sleep. The 8th-grade 
girls slept in my classroom, which was 
pretty fun. At VIA, Father Ashmore 
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does a great job engaging everyone and 
teaching us interesting things about our 
faith.”  

Parent Tonya Gast said, “ Our 
parish is headed in the right direction for 
our middle school youth. It has been 
great having Father Ashmore lead VIA, 
the youth group that meets the 1st and 
3rd Sunday of the month after 10:00 a.m. 
mass. ‘VIA’ means ‘the way’ and Father 

Ashmore is doing a great job 
teaching the youth ‘the way’ 

“They have discussions 
about their faith, families 
contribute food because we 
know middle schoolers love 
food, and they have fun 
playing games. When I heard 
about the Behold retreat, I was 
really excited for the kids. The 
turn out for Behold was great! 
What a gift for our kids to take 
time out of their busy 
schedules and learn about the 
true presence of Jesus Christ in 
the Eucharist and in their lives. 
I hope the excitement from the 

retreat overflows into continued 
attendance at VIA,” Tonya concluded. 

 
There are other opportunities 

available for youth in the archdiocese to 
deepen their faith. If interested, check 
out: 

• Teens Encounter Christ 
weekends 
https://www.archkck.org/ministries--
offices/ecat-youth/teens-encounter-
christ- 

• Junior High Youth 
Rally https://www.archkck.org/ministries
--offices/ecat-youth/junior-high-youth-
rally 

• Camp Tekakwitha  
https://www.archkck.org/camp?Deliv

eryChannelID=23b56292-0f3c-43ac-
af13-7767ad9d4057 



	 Let’s welcome...	
Editor’s note: In each issue of the 
Shepherd’s Call watch for a recurring 
column featuring one of the many ways 
our parish serves as “the hands and feet 
of Christ” through our various Outreach 
ministries. 

• Ministry: Good Shepherd parish 
held a food collection Dec. 21-22, 
2019, to benefit Catholic Charities. 
The food truck was stationed just 
outside the east entrance of the 
church and parishioners were able to 
drop off their food items as they 
entered the church.  

• Results: Through the generosity of 
the parishioners, 226 bags/boxes 
weighing 1,594 pounds were 
collected. That represents the 3rd 
largest amount our parish has ever 
contributed. Also $1,219 was 
donated, which was the 2nd most 
contributed in a weekend by our 
parish. For perspective, in all of 
2018 we collected 1,573 bags/boxes 
and $3,510, while in 2019 we 
exceeded that amount by donating 
1,724 bags/boxes and $4,103. 

• Faith in Action: Your generosity 
directly supports one of the Corporal 
Works of Mercy — Feed the 
Hungry.   

• Thank you: To our parishioners for 
their donations and special thanks go 
to Tom Tritsch who organizes our 
monthly food collection and to Jack 
Carson and Bob Werly for 
delivering the food to the Catholic 
Charities warehouse. 

• Response: Tom said, “Good 
Shepherd parishioners have been 
extremely generous in support of 
this ministry, and they are an 
integral part in helping Catholic 
Charities keep their shelves stocked 
with food for those in need.  Many 
thanks and blessings to those who 
have contributed to these food 
collections and to those who help 
work on the food truck.”   

• Contact: If you are interested in 
assisting with this effort in the 
future, please contact Tom at 
tom.tritsch@gmail.com.  

Jenny	and	Chris	Hinkin	and	their	children	
John	and	Jack.	They	came	to	Good	

Shepherd	last	summer	from	Queen	of	the	
Holy	Rosary.	Jenny	is	a	nurse	and	Chris	is	in	
construction.	They	enjoy	traveling,	family	

time	and	the	outdoors.		

Chelsey	Butts	and	her	daughter	Calista	
Bradburn	(not	pictured).	Chelsey	is	in	
university	administration	and	formerly	
lived	in	Lawrence.	Her	interests	include	
board	games,	reading,	swimming	and	

biking. 	

Brigid	and	William	Lichtenberger	and	their	
son	Theo.	They	are	both	software	

developers	and	enjoy	basketball	and	
parenting.		

Jane	Johnson.	Jane	came	to	our	parish	last	
May	from	Sacred	Heart	in	Ottawa,	Kansas.	
She	is	a	retired	nurse	and	likes	to	spend	

time	solving	puzzles,	especially	crosswords.	



	 Seniors enjoy  
holiday season 

By Ginger Kroos 
 
On Dec. 30, Shepherd’s Friends had a 

“Twelve Days of Christmas Party.” We 
met in the room next to the gym. The 
friends brought potluck for a super 
luncheon followed by a lively game of 
BINGO.   Copies of a quiz game in the 
form of a letter were on the tables for 
everyone who wished a bit of a challenge 
to work on while they ate. A few people 
got most of the answers. There was a 
$3.00 charge for the BINGO so prizes 
could be purchased. Most of the prizes 
had been purchased at Savers or donated.  

If you have not given this group a try 
and you are over 50, please check us out. 
It’s a great way to get to know your 
fellow parishioners. Unfortunately, our 
trip to Webster House on Jan. 23 had to 
be canceled; however, it is rescheduled 
for Wednesday, Feb. 12. Webster House 
was at one time a schoolhouse in 
KCMO. It is now a lovely restaurant and 
some of the rooms have been renovated 
into shops. It’s a fun experience. The 
House does have handicapped parking on 
the North side, on Wyandotte and also 
has elevators. Walking is at a minimum. 
So join us for a fun-filled experience.  
We will meet at Good Shepherd at 11:00 
for lunch at 11:30. Watch the bulletin for 
details. Call Ginger or text 913-707-3048 
for more information about the group.  
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By Brad Roder  
and David Gast 
 

The checkered flag has dropped on 
the 2020 Cub Scouts/Girl Scouts 
Pinewood Derby, held at the Good 
Shepherd Social Hall Raceway on 
Sunday, Jan. 12. Forty-six of our Cub 
and Girl Scouts, grades K-6, 
participated in the popular annual 
event and competition.  

The scouts made a racer with the 
help of an adult from a block of pine 
wood from a kit, decorated and 
tweaked their racer to make it their 
own and, finally, raced them down a 
track, testing everything from speed 
and aerodynamics to craftsmanship 
and style.  

Speed over style was the best way 
to describe the Boy Scouts’ 
portion of the competition.  The 
three fastest of the Cub Scouts 
took home Pinewood Derby 
trophies with their finely tuned 
racecars. Those in the winners’ 
circle were: 1st place, Mason 
Etler with his black car called 
the “Night Train”; 2nd place, 
Colton Wagner, who called 
his car the “Blue Tiger”; and 3rd place, 
Thomas Scribner, whose #6 car was 
named simply “Truck.”  

Although the race didn't count 
toward his winning totals, Mason 
declared his best run was really his last 
where his car went “flying off the 
track”! 

 In the Girl Scout competition, 
dubbed the Powder Puff Derby, the 
winner’s circle belonged to Vera Lin 
Erickson, with Eliza Burson coming 
in a close 2nd place, but also being 
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named the Fan Favorite.  Asked her 
secret to success, Vera Lin credited her 
dad with some assistance in putting 
“more weight toward the back and a 
little extra graphite on the wheels.”   

Several other award winners were 
chosen for style, workmanship and 
design.  Samantha Sweet took home 
Least Aerodynamic honors with her car 
pulled by a slinky dog.  Best 
Workmanship went to Jenna 
Rutherford and Delaney Davis, while 
awards for Ellie Sharpenburg and 
Bailey Dvorak were in 4th and 5th 
place, respectively.  McKenzie 
Gonzalez’s mermaid-inspired ride won 
Best Bling, and Gia Bosco won Most 
Creative for her car, which she said 
was not so much a car as it was an Ice 
Cream Sandwich. 

The first pinewood derby was held 
on May 15, 1953 in Manhattan Beach, 
Calif.  The concept was created by the 
Pack’s Cubmaster Don Murphy, 
whose son was too young to participate 
in the popular Soap Box Derby races, 
so he came up with the idea of racing 
miniature wood cars. The cars had the 
same gravity-powered concept as the 
full-size Soap Box Derby cars but were 
much smaller and easier to build. The 
track slopes down to the ground, since 
the cars are powered by gravity. The 

race is run in heats, 
giving every car the 
chance to run on each 
lane. 

The Racing Rams 
seemed to love the 
event, which included 
some delicious food, 
great competition and 
a good time for the 
scoutmasters, kids 
and parents.  

Racing Rams!  

BAPTISMS:	
	
Yair	Jerardo	Martinez	
Daniel	Salvador	Martinez	
Parents:	Jose	Martinez	&	Maria	Plascencia		
	
Joel	Jose-Salazar	
Parents:	Joel	Jose-Galvan	&	Claudia	Salazar	
	
Mika	Victoria	Polanco	
Parents:	Raul	&	Olivia	Polanco		



	

	 School News 
Catholic Schools Week: What a great celebration!	
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By Allie Dierks 
 
During the week of Jan. 27-31, 

Good Shepherd students showed their 
appreciation for their school and 
education through various Catholic 
Schools Week events. This was a 
special week packed with events and 
activities that brought about an added 
joy and thankfulness for the school and 
Catholic community which we are 
blessed to be surrounded by daily. 

The week before Catholic Schools 
Week students were already busy 
creating thoughtful cards that were 
passed out to parishioners after 
Sunday, Jan. 26 masses. Students 
stated specific reasons why they enjoy 
going to a Catholic school. Many cards 
displayed illustrations of various 
educational opportunities they have 
been given, freely worshipping in the 
classroom and with their Faith 
Families, learning more about their 
faith through all-school masses and 
many more. This was a great way to 
start off Catholic 
Schools Week, in 
having an 
opportunity to 
show appreciation 
to those who 
support the school 
and parish. 

We kicked off 
Catholic Schools 
Week with an all-
school prayer 
service Monday 
morning, led by 
our fifth- and 
sixth-grade 
students and the 
choir. During this 
service, we were given information on 
the history of Catholic Schools Week. 
For example, the first celebration of 
Catholic Schools Week was in 1974. 
Today, the mission of Catholic 
Schools Week shines with more than 
7,500 Catholic grade schools, high 
schools and universities in the United 
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States. We also were 
given specific reasons 
why families choose 
Catholic schools. Some 
reasons include: 1.) 
Providing a balanced 
academic curriculum 
that integrates faith, 
culture and life. 2.) 
Instilling in students the 
value of service to 
others. 3.) Cultivating a 
faculty and staff of 
people who are 
dedicated, caring and effective.  

The celebration of Catholic Schools 
Week continued through various 
community-centered activities. When 
planning the week, the staff at Good 
Shepherd truly worked to provide 
students with opportunities to show 
those in our community our 
appreciation for our school and 
environment we are blessed to enter 

each day. For example, each 
classroom teacher created a 
short, creative video of their 
students to send to the 
parents of Good Shepherd 
students. These videos were 
cultivated as a way to show 
parents our thankfulness for 
sending their children to our 
amazing Catholic school. 
Additionally, during this 
week each classroom was 
assigned a specific 
seminarian of the 
Archdiocese of Kansas City 
in Kansas. Each classroom 
created beautiful spiritual 

bouquet cards showing their 
appreciation for the specific seminarian 
they were assigned to. This activity 
also provided a great opportunity for 
students to learn more about our 
leaders of the church, as they were 
given specific information about their 
seminarian and the church and/or 
churches they serve. 
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We closed our Catholic 
Schools Week with an all-
school BINGO game in the 
gym. Students met with 
their Faith Families while 
participating in this fun 
activity. Students were also 
able to wear Chiefs clothing 
this day, as a way to 
celebrate a school-wide 
donation drive. During the 
whole week of Catholic 
Schools Week, students 
provided monetary 

donations in support of the Catholic 
Education Foundation. The Catholic 
Education Foundation offers scholarships 
to students in order to attend Catholic 
schools in the Archdiocese of Kansas 
City in Kansas. This is just another way 
in which students at Good Shepherd have 
worked to show their appreciation and 
service! 

Overall, Catholic Schools Week was 
a big success. Students grew in their 
knowledge of what it means to attend a 
Catholic school and grew in their 
thankfulness and service through hands-
on activities and events that helped 
enhance this special week.  
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By Mary Morin 
 
Like to read, but thought it was too 

far into the book club season to join the 
Good Shepherd book club? Well, it’s 
never too late and you are always 
welcome! 

The group met Jan. 20 to discuss 
“The Silent Sister” by Diane 
Chamberlain. As always, lively 
conversation brought out many points 
of view and allowed members to share 
their reactions to the book.  

January’s discussion leader Ellen 
McAndrews commented, “That 
Monday was a bitterly cold night, so I 
thought we would have a small turnout. 
But instead I was surprised that 23 
members braved the chilly 
temperatures.  

“The book was well received and 
we decided that although it was never 
going to be a classic, it was certainly a 
page turner! It’s just such a nice group 
of people, no one wants to miss!” 

Books and leaders are selected at 
the beginning of the season, so there is 
no pressure to suggest titles or offer 
reviews. You don’t even have to go to 
the library or scan Amazon to find a 
copy for the month’s selection! There 
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By Kathy Werly 
 
Let’s “tap” into your memory.  

Have you ever tap danced?  Played 
taps on a bugle?  Been tapped on the 
shoulder?  Heard a tap at the door?  
Had theology on tap?  Wait a minute!  
Theology on tap?  That doesn’t sound 
right.  It does if you are part of the 
Good Shepherd Young Adults group.  
Here’s a little background.   

Theology on Tap is one part of 
Good Shepherd Young Adults Spring 
Series 2020.  The group is actually in 
its third season.  Back in the fall of 
2018, a group of young adults, 
including Karen Pepich and Mia 
Rosinski, expressed interest in starting 
a young adults group.  They met with 
Mary Mueller and brainstormed ideas 
of how this might look.   

They heard about a program called 
Theology on Tap, which started in 
Chicago in the 1980s.  They agreed 
this might provide a good starting 
framework.  Karen describes Theology 
on Tap as a “lecture series that focuses 
on faith issues that are important to 
young adults.”  Group members 
choose from a variety of topics and 
invite presenters.   

Here’s what a recent Theology on 
Tap session looked like.  The topic 
chosen was Catholic Social Teachings.  
Teresa Aley and Roxanne Netemeyer 
were invited to present.  Upon 
arriving, everyone helped themselves 
to food and drinks (beer, wine, soda or 
water) and took time to socialize.  
When everyone was settled, Teresa 
and Roxanne used a PowerPpoint 
presentation to explain how 
experiences shared with our sister 
community El Buen Pastor incorporate 
Catholic Social Teachings.  An 
animated question and answer period 
with an opportunity to share service 
experiences followed.  The evening 
ended with more time for socializing 
and conversation.  

Teresa said it was “very affirming 
to get a glimpse of the dynamic faith 
of our young adults here at Good 
Shepherd.”  Although she was one of 
the presenters, she left “the meeting 
feeling enriched from their energetic 
and insightful sharing.”  For her part 
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Karen, thought it was a wonderful 
presentation, and Mia said it was one 
of her personal favorites. 

Past sessions have included a broad 
range of topics selected by the 
members. The next Theology on Tap 
topic will be Forgiveness with a 
presentation by Brother Leven from 
Benedictine College.  It will take place 
Feb. 11 at 7:00 p.m. in the Community 
Center. 

Earlier, it was mentioned that 
Theology on Tap is only one part of 
the Young Adults program.  Let’s 
briefly look at the two others.  One of 
these is called Young Adults Small 
Groups.  It meets on the 4th Sunday of 
every month just before the Sunday 
evening Mass from 4:00-5:00 p.m. in 
the Youth Ministry office at Good 
Shepherd.  It is a faith-sharing group.  
The last part of the Young Adults 
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program is called Social Events.  While 
socializing happens whenever the young 
adults meet, these are times dedicated to 
it.  These events happen regularly and 
include eating out and participating in 
fun events like trivia night and visiting 
an escape room. 

If you are in your 20s or 30s and you 
want to know more about Good 
Shepherd Young Adults, there are ways 
to find out.  You can go to their 
Facebook page at Young Adults GS 
Shawnee or to their Instagram account at 
youngadults_gsshawnee.  You can email 
youngadults.gsshawnee@gmail.com. 

Finally, the group wants to 
acknowledge parishioners who made 
monetary contributions to get the group 
started.  The Young Adults appreciate 
and thank you for your help as they look 
forward to an exciting season.  
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are 25 books checked out for each month 
and these are placed on the counter in the 
sacristy. Readers simply sign their names 
and take a copy with them. You can 
return it at that month’s meeting. 

There are many reasons to belong to a 
book group. For some it stretches them to 
read genres, subjects or authors out of 
their comfort zone. Others like the 
camaraderie and opportunity to socialize 
with people who share similar interests. 

For some, they just enjoy listening to 
others’ comments and learning about the 
author or background for the book. No 
one is expected to comment or required 
to lead a discussion if they prefer not to. 
And, of course, the evening always ends 
with sharing a delicious dessert. 

The next meeting will be Feb.  17 at 
7:00 p.m. in the music room. Becky 
White will lead the discussion on 
“Evicted” by Matthew Desmond. That 
will be followed by “The Tuscan Child” 
by Rhys Boman with the discussion led 
by Linda Zeorlin on March 16; and 
“Before We Were Yours” by Lisa 
Wingate with the discussion led by 
Sarah Jacobsen on April 20. 

If you would like to attend one of the 
meetings, feel free to contact Mary Morin 
at mmorin02@hotmail.com or 816-356-
8128. 

It’s not too late! 
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By Mary Mueller 
 
The Parish Council met on Jan. 16, 

2020. In attendance: Fr. Kent 
O’Connor, Dan Frank, John Kelble, 
Armando Diaz, Richard Gray, Robb 
Garr, Dawn Grabs, Mike Meurer, 
Eduardo Martin, John Sigle, Joe 
Ruszczyk and Mary Mueller. 

Eduardo was present for the first 
time as the new representative for 
Hispanic ministries.  He will replace 
Armando who will go off the Council 
in the Spring.  Armando will continue 
to come with Eduardo for the 
immediate future as Eduardo orients to 
the Council. 

The Civilize It! Program will begin 
to be implemented the weekend of Jan. 
26 with the prayer at the end of 
masses.  There will be a bulletin insert 
that weekend encouraging parishioners 
to take the pledge online.  Follow ups 
will include bulletin inserts and 
Facebook postings, timed to specific 
events taking place during the election 
cycle. 

There will be a relaunching of the 
Flocknotes communication platform 
beginning Feb. 16.  It will coincide 
with an opportunity for parishioners to 
participate in Bishop Robert Barron’s 
education offerings through the 
Engage: Word on Fire programs.  
These will be rolled out the first week 
of Lent.  Invitations to take a course on 
prayer, either as an individual or a 
small group during Lent will be one 
option.  Soup suppers will offer four 
weeks on the Teachings of Jesus, and 
individuals may choose to receive 
daily Lenten reflections.  The parish 
will purchase a yearlong subscription 
to the Engage: Word on Fire library, 
and people will be able to access all of 
the materials through Flocknotes. 
Information will be shared ahead of 
time on how to log in and participate. 

The new technology set up in the 
social hall (screen, computer and 
projector) and new furnishings in the 
narthex were purchased with Lolla 
funds specific to those projects.   

Faith Direct for electronic giving 
and other options will be kicked off the 
weekend of March 7-8.  This resource 
will also provide an app for people to 
give to special collections and for 

Parish Council Meeting Notes   
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visitors to engage as well. 
At this point in time weekly 

collections are slightly ahead of budget 
projections. 

There will be an open Finance 
Meeting on May 14 in the social hall at 
6:30 p.m.  All are welcome. A weekly 
newsletter will be sent out through 
Flocknotes beginning in Lent. 

The Enflame Convocation group is 
continuing to meet and deciding how 
to move forward with diocesan 
mandates.  

Dan will head up a task force 
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focusing on assisting the Hispanic 
community when there is a need for legal 
guidance in relation to fears of 
deportation.  The hope is to provide 
resources for those in need as well as to 
strengthen the relationship and build trust 
between members of the Anglo and 
Hispanic communities. 

Father Kent will explore dates for a 
concert series/evenings of reflection with 
musicians and groups who are travelling 
through town.  The hope is to provide 
opportunities for spiritual growth 
through music and the arts.  


